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Architectural Drawings  
Bank of Toronto Branch 
203 Yonge St., Toronto 
Sept. 1905 
Designed by E.J. Lennox 
 

Showing original City of Toronto Coat of 
Arms in the pediment (triangular space 
above the entablature) and supported 
by Corinthian-style columns. 
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SOURCE: http://www.blogto.com/city/2012/01/a_closer_look_at_a_crucial_heritage_site_in_toronto/ 

The 1905 plan (left) for the Bank of Toronto 
branch (203 Yonge St.) shows how architect E.J. 
Lennox incorporated the City of Toronto coat 
of arms as a prominent decorative feature.  
 

The photo (below) is another stone carving of 
the City of Toronto coat of arms, this version 
preserved from the Bank of Toronto’s head 
office, built in 1912 at King and Bay streets.   
 

The larger building was designed by different 
architects, Carrere & Hastings of New York City. 
This world-renowned firm had just finished 
work on the New York Public Library. For the 
main Bank of Toronto, Carrere & Hastings 
retained the city’s coat of arms as a design 
element. It was positioned between a round 
window and the front doorway arch (see pg 4).  
 

This coat of arms was preserved in the mid-
1960s by Rosa and Spencer Clark and displayed 
on their grounds at the old Guild Inn. The coat 
of arms remains on public view at Guild Park. 
Nearby is the park’s “Greek Theatre”, designed 
by Canadian architect Ron Thom using marble 
columns and arches that the Clarks also saved 
from the 1912 Bank of Toronto building.  
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THE BANK OF TORONTO   
From http://torontothenandnow.blogspot.ca/2014/03/45-old-banks-of-toronto-then-and-now.html 
  
The Bank of Toronto was established in 1857.  Both William Gooderham and his son, George, were active in the early 
years of the Bank of Toronto. William Gooderham was the family patriarch who led an entourage of 54 family members 
to the Town of York in the summer of 1832. William Gooderham had been encouraged to emigrate by James Worts, who 
was married to William's sister.  
 
Together, the various members of the Worts and Gooderham clans operated a windmill on the east side of town at the 
Don River. Within a few years this windmill evolved into the family run distillery which would become the cornerstone of 
the families' fortunes and the Distillery District that we know today.  
 
Apart from the production of alcohol and the running of railways, banking was the other 
major endeavour for the Gooderham family. George Gooderham served as a director and 
later a vice president of the Bank of Toronto for several years, and as its president from 
1882 until his death in 1905.  
 
There was no denying the business acumen of either William or his son George. In 1856, 
George became a full partner in the family distillery business, along with his father and 
his cousin James Worts. Financial newspapers of the era, like the Monetary Times, 
credited George Gooderham with helping to grow the family business. He had an 
excellent technical knowledge of the business and was also a perfectionist. 
 
Gooderham ran the Bank of Toronto in a style similar to his other business endeavours. 
Growth came slowly, perhaps, but surely. New branches of the bank opened gradually, 
and the mainstream of the bank's customers tended to be in industries like distilling, 
brewing, and milling, as well as farmers and merchants.  
 
As early as 1901, the Bank of Toronto began contemplating the construction of a new headquarters. The bank purchased 
a large plot of land at the southwest corner of King and Bay streets in 1902. With a frontage of 120 feet on King Street, 
and 134 feet on Bay Street, it was the largest parcel of land that had been bought up for redevelopment up until that 
point in the city's history. The lease on some of the buildings that stood at that corner did not expire until 1911, so 
actual construction of the new Bank of Toronto building did not begin until January of 1912. 
 
An American architectural firm, Carrere & Hastings, was chosen to design the new building. It was a time when there 
was a great deal of nationalism in architectural design in Canadian citizens, and the choice of an American firm probably 
caused a stir. But Carrere & Hastings was at the top of the list of respected American architectural companies, and their 
work on the building would have brought the Bank of Toronto a lot of prestige, as well as the security of knowing that 
their new headquarters would be well designed and well built.  
 

George Gooderham 
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The design of the new Bank of Toronto building was inspired by the Bourse de Paris – the Paris Stock Exchange building – 
that had been constructed over almost twenty years from 1808 to 1826.  

The Bank of Toronto building took 
considerably less time, and  
was completed in 1913. The 
Corinthian columns of the building 
evoked a sense of the Classical world 
that could be found in a number of 
bank buildings from the time. A large 
plinth, taller than the height of 
pedestrians passing by, held the 
columns above the level of the traffic, 
and evoked a sense that the bank was 
built on a strong foundation. The 
building looked like an imposing, 
geometric monument that exuded 
self-confidence.  
 

The elegance of the exterior of the 
building hid the fact that there were 
five levels of offices on the inside, and 
two full basements with space 
enough for vaults and storage. Inside, 
at the centre of the building, was a 
vaulted two-storey banking hall. 
Marble, bronze and glass certainly 
made it one of the most stunning  
commercial interiors at the time.  
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When the Bank of Toronto 
amalgamated with the Dominion 
Bank in 1955, a decision was made 
to construct a new building to house 
the combined offices of both of the 
former banks. The 1913 Bank of 
Toronto building, and the current 
Toronto-Dominion Centre was built 
in its place.  
 
Two towers were built in the second 
half of the 1960s, with another four 
being built between 1974 and 1991. 
The bronze tinted glass and black 
steel of the buildings are perhaps 
the best example that Toronto has 
of the “International Style” of 
corporate tower that was popular in 
North America fifty years ago.  
 
On one hand, it is easy to imagine a 
film about the world of banking, set 
in New York City in the 1960s, being 
set in and around the complex. On 
the other hand, it's hard not to miss 
the classical style of the old 1913 
Bank of Toronto building. 
 
Source: 
torontothenandnow.blogspot.ca 
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Photos and text on 

page 6 from 
commemorative book 

of the Guild’s 50th 
Anniversary. 

Private Collection  

Arthur Gelber (left), 
Chairman, Ontario 
Arts Council, with  
Ron Thom, architect 
of Guild Park’s Greek 
Theatre.  
 
From the opening of 
the Greek Theatre 
and the Exhibition of 
Contemporary 
Outdoor Sculpture at 
the Guild, Aug. 4, 
1982. Celebrating the 
50th anniversary of 
the Guild of All Arts. 


